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MEDIA RELEASE
March 27, 2007
* For immediate release to RAA                                         

RAA joins forces with charity to educate regional teens
The Paraplegic Benefit Fund Australia (PBF Australia) and the RAA have teamed up to ensure more students experience the powerful PBFPREVENTION – road program before they get behind the wheel of a car.
In the exciting new partnership, RAA is providing funding to help the national charity deliver its program to schools in regional areas in SA.
The program was launched in SA last year and involves quadriplegic Kelly Rogers sharing her story with students at the pre-driver and novice driver level.

Kelly became paralysed in a road crash when she was 20. She had been at a friend’s 21st birthday party and decided to sleep in her car. However, when the car became too cold, Kelly decided to drive home. 

This decision resulted in a crash that would ultimately leave Kelly confined to a wheelchair for the rest of her life.

She shares her story in the hope that it will make teens think about some of the consequences their decisions on the road could have – both for themselves and others.
The road program also includes scenario-based activities, which help students identify risk-reduction strategies, and a video featuring other young people who have been seriously injured in road crashes.
Kelly recently travelled to Kangaroo Island to deliver the program to students and will do more regional trips this semester.
PBFPREVENTION Manager Siobhan Reid thanked RAA for their support and said the partnership was critical in helping PBF Australia deliver its vital message to teenagers.
“Young people aged 15-24 years are most at risk of being involved in a road crash and sustaining a life-changing spinal cord injury, which is why it is so important that they have access to our program before getting their licence,” she said.

For further information or to make a booking, visit www.pbf.asn.au/road or call PBF Australia on 1800 809 780.
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