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MEDIA RELEASE
April 23, 2007
* For immediate release to Trunkline                                               

Pilbara teens urged to take road safety seriously
PILBARA teenagers heard first-hand about the potential consequences of risky road behaviour thanks to a partnership between Woodside and not-for-profit organisation, the Paraplegic Benefit Fund Australia (PBF Australia). 
Woodside sponsored PBF Australia to deliver its powerful PBFPREVENTION – road program to young drivers in Karratha from March 21 to 23.
The trip was initiated in an attempt to curb the increasing number of crashes that are occurring in the region as a result of drink driving, speeding and not wearing seatbelts.

As part of the program, paraplegic Anton Zappelli spoke to teenagers in community, work and school based sessions about some of the consequences their decisions on the road could have – both for themselves and others.

Anton was 17 when he was paralysed in a road crash near Kalgoorlie. The crash was the result of a spur-of-the-moment decision that ultimately left him confined to a wheelchair. He now works for PBF to urge other teens to take road safety seriously.

PBFPREVENTION Manager Siobhan Reid said the partnership allowed PBF Australia to deliver its crucial message to young people outside the Perth metropolitan area, who often missed out due to the high cost of travel. 

“Young people aged 15-24 years are most at risk of being involved in a road crash. The partnership allowed us to deliver our hard-hitting program to this age group and hopefully have a long-lasting impact on their driving behaviour,” Ms Reid said. 
She said the feedback received from the sessions was excellent with many participants saying the program had made them realise how important their decisions on the road were.
Woodside Corporate Affairs Advisor Karen Spowart said the partnership demonstrated Woodside’s commitment to the health and safety of its employees, contractors, their families and the local community by supporting school and community-centred road safety and youth education initiatives.
The road program is part of PBF Australia’s mission to reduce the number of new spinal cord injuries occurring each year.

For further information, visit www.pbf.asn.au or call PBF Australia on (08) 9443 1777.
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